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With a fresh take on social dynamics in the antebellum South, Jonathan Daniel Wells contests the popular
idea that the Old South was a region of essentially two classes (planters and slaves) until after the Civil War.
He argues that, in fact, the region had a burgeoning white middle class--including merchants, doctors, and
teachers--that had a profound impact on southern culture, the debate over slavery, and the coming of the
Civil War.

Wells shows that the growth of the periodical press after 1820 helped build a cultural bridge between the
North and the South, and the emerging southern middle class seized upon northern middle-class ideas about
gender roles and reform, politics, and the virtues of modernization. Even as it sought to emulate northern
progress, however, the southern middle class never abandoned its attachment to slavery. By the 1850s, Wells
argues, the prospect of industrial slavery in the South threatened northern capital and labor, causing sectional
relations to shift from cooperative to competitive. Rather than simply pitting a backward, slave-labor,
agrarian South against a progressive, free-labor, industrial North, Wells argues that the Civil War reflected a
more complex interplay of economic and cultural values.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Kelly:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
a new book The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jeremy Bryant:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Joseph Esparza:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Origins of the Southern Middle Class,
1800-1861, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Jesica Simon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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