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How do scientists develop new explanations of disease? How do those explanations become accepted as
true? And how does medical diagnosis change when physicians are confronted with new scientific evidence?
These are some of the questions that Paul Thagard pursues in this pathbreaking book that develops a new,
integrative approach to the study of science.

Ranging through the history of medicine, from the Hippocratic theory of humors to modern explanations of
Mad Cow Disease and chronic fatigue syndrome, Thagard analyzes the development and acceptance of
scientific ideas. At the heart of the book is a case study of the recent dramatic shift in medical understanding
of peptic ulcers, most of which are now believed to be caused by infection by the bacterium Helicobacter
pylori. When this explanation was first proposed in 1983, it was greeted with intense skepticism by most
medical experts, but it became widely accepted over the next decade. Thagard discusses the psychological
processes of discovery and acceptance, the physical processes involving instruments and experiments, and
the social processes of collaboration, communication, and consensus that brought about this transformation
in medical knowledge.

How Scientists Explain Disease challenges both traditional philosophy of science, which has viewed science
as largely a matter of logic, and contemporary science studies that view science as largely a matter of power.
Drawing on theories of distributed computing and artificial intelligence, Paul Thagard develops new models
that make sense of scientific change as a complex system of cognitive, social, and physical interactions.

This is a book that will appeal to all readers with an interest in the development of science and medicine. It
combines an engaging style, significant research, and a powerfully original argument.
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled How Scientists Explain Disease. Try to make the
book How Scientists Explain Disease as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Fletcher:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of How Scientists
Explain Disease book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Wanda Woods:

The reserve with title How Scientists Explain Disease contains a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Regina Schubert:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the How Scientists Explain Disease when you needed it?
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