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A net of complex currents flowed across Jacobean England. This was the England of Shakespeare, Jonson
and Bacon; of the Gunpowder Plot; the worst outbreak of the plague England had ever seen; Arcadian
landscapes; murderous, toxic slums; and, above all, of sometimes overwhelming religious passion. Jacobean
England was both more godly and less godly than it had ever been, and the entire culture was drawn taut
between the polarities.

This was the world that created the King James Bible. It is the greatest work of English prose ever written,
and it is no coincidence that the translation was made at the moment “Englishness” and the English language
had come into its first passionate maturity. Boisterous, elegant, subtle, majestic, finely nuanced, sonorous
and musical, the English of Jacobean England has a more encompassing idea of its own reach and scope than
any before or since. It is a form of the language that drips with potency and sensitivity. The age, with all its
conflicts, explains the book.

The sponsor and guide of the whole Bible project was the King himself, the brilliant, ugly and profoundly
peace-loving James the Sixth of Scotland and First of England. Trained almost from birth to manage the
rivalries of political factions at home, James saw in England the chance for a sort of irenic Eden over which
the new translation of the Bible was to preside. It was to be a Bible for everyone, and as God's lieutenant on
earth, he would use it to unify his kingdom. The dream of Jacobean peace, guaranteed by an elision of royal
power and divine glory, lies behind a Bible of extraordinary grace and everlasting literary power.

About fifty scholars from Cambridge, Oxford and London did the work, drawing on many previous versions,
and created a text which, for all its failings, has never been equaled. That is the central question of this book:
How did this group of near-anonymous divines, muddled, drunk, self-serving, ambitious, ruthless,
obsequious, pedantic and flawed as they were, manage to bring off this astonishing translation? How did
such ordinary men make such extraordinary prose? In God's Secretaries, Adam Nicolson gives a fascinating
and dramatic account of the accession and ambition of the first Stuart king; of the scholars who labored for
seven years to create his Bible; of the influences that shaped their work and of the beliefs that colored their
world, immersing us in an age whose greatest monument is not a painting or a building, but a book.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Scofield:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this God's Secretaries: The Making of the King
James Bible book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Walter Son:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be God's Secretaries: The Making of the King James Bible why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Bessie Scudder:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This God's Secretaries: The Making
of the King James Bible can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Helen Richards:

You can get this God's Secretaries: The Making of the King James Bible by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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