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Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism is a study of American politics,
culture, and foreign relations in the mid-nineteenth century, illuminated through the reactions of Americans
to the European revolutions of 1848. Flush from the recent American military victory over Mexico, many
Americans celebrated news of democratic revolutions breaking out across Europe as a further sign of divine
providence. Others thought that the 1848 revolutions served only to highlight how America’s own revolution
had not done enough in the way of reform. Still other Americans renounced the 1848 revolutions and the
thought of trans-atlantic unity because they interpreted European revolutionary radicalism and its portents of
violence, socialism, and atheism as dangerous to the unique virtues of the United States.

When the 1848 revolutions failed to create stable democratic governments in Europe, many Americans
declared that their own revolutionary tradition was superior; American reform would be gradual and
peaceful. Thus, when violence erupted over the question of territorial slavery in the 1850s, the effect was
magnified among antislavery Americans, who reinterpreted the menace of slavery in light of the revolutions
and counter-revolutions of Europe. For them a new revolution in America could indeed be necessary, to stop
the onset of authoritarian conditions and to cure American exemplarism. The Civil War, then, when it came,
was America’s answer to the 1848 revolutions, a testimony to America’s democratic shortcomings, and an
American version of a violent, nation-building revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Distant Revolutions:
1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism (Jeffersonian America) book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joan Rogers:

The reserve with title Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism
(Jeffersonian America) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Teresa Thomas:

Often the book Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism (Jeffersonian
America) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lena Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the
Challenge to American Exceptionalism (Jeffersonian America) publication written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still question Distant Revolutions: 1848 and the Challenge to American Exceptionalism
(Jeffersonian America) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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