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Women in Victorian England wore jewelry made from each other's hair and wrote poems celebrating
decades of friendship. They pored over magazines that described the dangerous pleasures of corporal
punishment. A few had sexual relationships with each other, exchanged rings and vows, willed each other
property, and lived together in long-term partnerships described as marriages. But, as Sharon Marcus shows,
these women were not seen as gender outlaws. Their desires were fanned by consumer culture, and their
friendships and unions were accepted and even encouraged by family, society, and church. Far from being
sexless angels defined only by male desires, Victorian women openly enjoyed looking at and even
dominating other women. Their friendships helped realize the ideal of companionate love between men and
women celebrated by novels, and their unions influenced politicians and social thinkers to reform marriage
law.

Through a close examination of literature, memoirs, letters, domestic magazines, and political debates,
Marcus reveals how relationships between women were a crucial component of femininity. Deeply
researched, powerfully argued, and filled with original readings of familiar and surprising sources, Between
Women overturns everything we thought we knew about Victorian women and the history of marriage and
family life. It offers a new paradigm for theorizing gender and sexuality--not just in the Victorian period, but
in our own.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England as
your daily resource information.

Sharon Hollars:

The reserve untitled Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England is the guide
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in
Victorian England from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and
Marriage in Victorian England giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charlotte Cooper:

You will get this Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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