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Since its identification in 1981, the rhetorical presidency has drawn both defenders and critics. Chief among
those critical of the practice is political theorist Jeffrey K. Tulis, whose 1987 book, The Rhetorical
Presidency, helped popularize the construct and set forth a sustained analysis of the baleful effects that have
allegedly accompanied the shift from a “constitutional” presidency to a “rhetorical” one.

Tulis locates this shift in the presidencies of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, arguing that the
rhetorical presidency is a twentieth-century phenomenon. Yet not all scholars agree with this assessment.
Before the Rhetorical Presidency is an attempt to investigate how U.S. presidents in the nineteenth century
communicated with their publics, both congressional and popular.

In part 1, Martin J. Medhurst, Mel Laracey, Jeffrey K. Tulis, and Stephen E. Lucas set forth differing
perspectives on how the rhetorical presidency ought to be understood and evaluated. In part 2, eleven
scholars of nineteenth-century presidential rhetoric investigate the presidencies of Martin Van Buren, John
Tyler, James K. Polk, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B.
Hayes, Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley.

As the first volume ever to focus on nineteenth-century presidents from a rhetorical perspective, Before the
Rhetorical Presidency examines administrations, policies, and events that have never before been subjected
to rhetorical analysis. The sometimes startling outcomes of these investigations reveal the need for
continuing debate over the nature, practices, and effects of the rhetorical presidency.

In a brief afterword, Medhurst raises eight challenges to the original formulation of the rhetorical presidency
and in so doing sets forth an agenda for future studies.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

William Farley:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Bernice King:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Rita Merritt:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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