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"The Lives of Dwarfs is extraordinary in its range and vision. Beautifully written. Totally
absorbing."—Ursula Hegi, author of Stones from the River

"As a little person, husband, and father of a little person, I dream of the day when dwarfs attain full

acceptance in society. The Lives of Dwarfs provides a giant step in that direction."—Rick Spiegel,

former president of Little People of America

"This important book makes it possible for both average- and short-statured people to challenge our

collective understanding of dwarfism as a synonym for diminishment or as an array of cute and evil

fairy-tale figures. The libratory work of this book is to invite us all to reimagine dwarfism as a livable

experience and tenable way of being in the world."—Rosemarie Garland Thomson, author of

Extraordinary Bodies: Figuring Physical Disability in American Culture and Literature

"A work of compassionate scholarship. A unique contribution to the literature of physical deformity and

social isolation and a gift to the individuals whose personal struggle this is."—Linda Hunt, actor

Historically, they have borne the labels "freaks" and "oddities"; they have been collected as pets,

displayed as spectacles, and treated as comic relief. Now, for the first time, in this elegant and

comprehensive volume, the lives of dwarfs are explored in all their fullness and humanity.

Spanning the centuries from ancient Egypt to the present, this unique social history chronicles the

various ways this population has been exploited, describes their strategies for coping, and notes the

persistent influence of mythology upon perceptions of them by others. The narrative also highlights the

lives of eminent individuals and contains a thought-provoking account of the representation and

participation of dwarfs in the arts, enhanced by outstanding color photographs. Betty M. Adelson, the

mother of a daughter with dwarfism, brings special insight and sensitivity to the research. She traces

the widespread mistreatment of dwarfs over the centuries, engendered by their being viewed as

curiosities rather than as human beings capable of the same accomplishments as people of average

height, and deserving of the same pleasures. For much of their history, dwarfs have resorted to

exhibiting themselves: because of social stigma no other employment was available.

Only in recent years have short-statured individuals begun to challenge their position in society. Medical

advances, new economic opportunities, and disability legislation have led to progress, mainly in

Western nations. Advocacy groups have also formed in countries as diverse as Chile, South Korea, and

Nigeria. Adelson compares what she refers to as the "small revolution" to similar social and cultural

awakenings that women, African Americans, gays and lesbians, and persons with disabilities

experienced when they identified themselves as a community with shared goals and obstacles.

Written with passion, grace, and the dignity that the subject deserves, The Lives of Dwarfs will not only

revolutionize current perceptions about the historically misrepresented dwarf population, but also offer



pause for thought on issues of disability, medical treatment, height, beauty, and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Lives of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public Curiosity toward Social Liberation
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Susan Preuss:

This The Lives of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public Curiosity toward Social Liberation is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Lives
of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public Curiosity toward Social Liberation can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Natalia Burton:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be The Lives of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public Curiosity toward Social
Liberation. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jim Loop:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Lives of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public
Curiosity toward Social Liberation was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Lives of Dwarfs: Their Journey from Public Curiosity toward Social Liberation has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel



happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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