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Letters have long been read as primary sources for biography and
history, but their performative, fictive, and textual dimensions
have only recently attracted serious notice. In this book, William Merrill Decker examines the place of the
personal letter in American popular and literary culture from the colonial to the
postmodern period.
After offering an overview of the genre, Decker explores epistolary practices that coincide with American
experiences of
space, settlement, separation, and reunion. He discusses letters
written by such well-known and well-educated persons as John
Winthrop, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Abigail and John
Adams, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Margaret Fuller, Henry David Thoreau, Samuel Clemens, Henry James, and
Alice James, but also letters by persons who, except in their correspondence, were not writers at all:
indentured servants, New England factory workers, slaves, soldiers, and Western pioneers. Individual
chapters explore the letter writing of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson, and Henry Adams--three of
America's most ambitious, accomplished, and theoretically astute letter writers. Finally, Decker considers the
ongoing transformation of letter writing in the electronic age.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Epistolary Practices: Letter Writing in
America before Telecommunications book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Francis Pilkington:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Epistolary Practices: Letter Writing in
America before Telecommunications is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nicole Montes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Epistolary Practices: Letter Writing in
America before Telecommunications was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Epistolary Practices: Letter Writing in America before Telecommunications has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.

Andrew Hulbert:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Epistolary Practices: Letter Writing in America before
Telecommunications can make you sense more interested to read.
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