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"Dear Master" is a rare firsthand look at the values, self-perception, and private life of the black American
slave. The fullest known record left by an American slave family, this collection of more than two hundred
letters?including seven discovered since the book's original appearance?reveals the relationship of two
generations of the Skipwith family with the Virginia planter John Hartwell Cocke.

The letters, dating from 1834 to 1865, fall into two groups. The first were written by Peyton Skipwith and his
children from Liberia, where they settled after being freed in 1833 by Cocke, a devout Christian and
enlightened slaveholder. The letters, which tell of harsh frontier life, reveal the American values the
Skipwiths took with them to Africa, and express their faith in Liberia's future and pride in their
accomplishments.

The second group of letters, written by George Skipwith and his daughter Lucy, originate from Cocke's
Alabama plantation, an experimental work community to which Cocke sent his most talented, responsible
slaves to prepare them for the moral and educational challenges of emancipation. George, a "privileged
bondsman," was a slave driver. His letters about the management of the plantation include reports on the
slaves' conduct and any disciplinary actions he took. Readers can sense George's pride in his work and also
his ambivalence toward his role as leader in the slave hierarchy.

Lucy, Cocke's chief domestic slave, was the plantation nurse and teacher. Her letters, filled with details about
spiritual, familial, and health matters, also display her skill at exploiting her master's trust and her uncommon
boldness, for she spoke against whites to her master when she felt they hampered his slaves' education.

"Dear Master" affirms that these slaves and former slaves were not simply victims; they were actors in a
complex human drama. The letters imply trust and affection between master and slave, but there were other
motives as well for the letter-writing. The Liberian Skipwiths needed American-made supplies; moreover,
the whole family may have viewed their relationship with Cocke as a chance to help free other slaves. In his
new preface, Miller reevaluates his book in light of changes in the historiography of American slavery over
the past decade.
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From reader reviews:

Shalon Dougherty:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book "Dear Master": Letters
of a Slave Family. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Mark Whitten:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this "Dear Master": Letters of a Slave Family to read.

Elizabeth McNeal:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This "Dear Master": Letters of a Slave Family is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Pauline Browne:

This "Dear Master": Letters of a Slave Family tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this "Dear Master": Letters of a Slave Family can be on the
list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this "Dear
Master": Letters of a Slave Family giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.
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