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Based on previously unexploited primary sources, this is the first comprehensive biography of Yosef Haim
Brenner, one of the pioneers of Modern Hebrew literature. Born in 1881 to a poor Jewish family in Russia,
Brenner published his first story, "A Loaf of Bread," in 1900. After being drafted into the Russian army, he
deserted to England and later immigrated to Palestine where he became an eminent writer, critic and cultural
icon of the Jewish and Zionist cultural milieu. His life was tragically ended in the violent 1921 Jaffa riots.

In a nutshell, Brenner's life story encompasses the generation that made "the great leap" from Imperial
Russia's Pale of Settlement to the metropolitan centers of modernity, and from traditional Jewish beliefs and
way of life to secularism and existentialism. In his writing he experimented with language and form, but
always attempting to portray life realistically. A highly acerbic critic of Jewish society, Brenner was
relentless in portraying the vices of both Jewish public life and individual Jews. Most of his contemporaries
not only accepted his critique, but admired him for his forthrightness and took it as evidence of his honesty
and veracity.

Renowned author and historian Anita Shapira's new biography illuminates Brenner's life and times, and his
relationships with leading cultural leaders such as Nobel laureate S.Y. Agnon, Hayim Nahman Bialik,
Israel's National Poet, and many others. Undermining the accepted myths about his life and his death, his
depression, his relations with writers, women, and men—including the question of his homoeroticism—this
new biography examines Brenner's life in all its complexity and contradiction.
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From reader reviews:

Rosie Zimmerman:

The book Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Yosef
Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C)? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Morris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C), you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Alfonso Unruh:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C). You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Norma Brier:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in
Jewish History and C) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Yosef Haim Brenner: A Life (Stanford Studies in Jewish History



and C) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the
time.
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