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The San Francisco that rose from the ashes of the 1906 earthquake and fire was a city of rigid social
stratification-a city determined to contain its diverse and disorderly rough-and-tumble past some sixty years
after its acquisition by the United States.

Barbara Berglund vividly describes San Francisco's rapid evolution from Mexican outpost to crown jewel of
America's western empire, taking readers back to an earlier and more chaotic time when class definitions and
social conventions were much more fluid. Berglund argues that the city's rapid rise from a multicultural
boomtown to a racially and socially stratified metropolis reflected the careful efforts of a nascent elite to
order its inhabitants through political and cultural means.

Berglund analyzes the cultural spaces that showcased the contests that would determine the social order and
who defined it. The book's central chapters provide snapshots of the micro-workings of power on five key
cultural frontiers: restaurants, hotels, and boardinghouses; places of amusement, ranging from the brothels of
the Barbary Coast to the Pacific Museum of Anatomy and Science; Chinatown's tourist terrain; the
Mechanics' Institute's annual fairs; and the 1894 California Midwinter International Exposition—the first
such expo held west of Chicago and an image-building opportunity for the city's elites.

By focusing on the role of cultural frontiers in the urban west, Berglund offers a new take on western history
that explores the role of market-driven cultural institutions, demonstrating that the market was as important
as the state in structuring power relationships in nineteenth-century imperial America. She shows that control
over meanings ascribed to race, class, and gender—especially those generated in the city's cultural
spaces—was critical to the incorporation of San Francisco into the fabric of the American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

The book Making San Francisco American: Cultural Frontiers in the Urban West, 1846-1906 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book Making San Francisco American: Cultural Frontiers in the Urban West, 1846-1906? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Making San Francisco American: Cultural Frontiers in
the Urban West, 1846-1906 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you.
You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Jennings:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Making San Francisco American: Cultural Frontiers in the Urban West,
1846-1906 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.

Lorraine Woodward:

The book untitled Making San Francisco American: Cultural Frontiers in the Urban West, 1846-1906 contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Richard Sauls:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Making San Francisco American: Cultural
Frontiers in the Urban West, 1846-1906 can make you sense more interested to read.
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