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The implications of early experience for children's brain development, behavior, and psychological
functioning have long absorbed caregivers, researchers, and clinicians. The 1989 fall of Romania's
Ceausescu regime left approximately 170,000 children in 700 overcrowded, impoverished institutions across
Romania, and prompted the most comprehensive study to date on the effects of institutionalization on
children's well-being. Romania's Abandoned Children, the authoritative account of this landmark study,
documents the devastating toll paid by children who are deprived of responsive care, social interaction,
stimulation, and psychological comfort.

Launched in 2000, the Bucharest Early Intervention Project (BEIP) was a rigorously controlled investigation
of foster care as an alternative to institutionalization. Researchers included 136 abandoned infants and
toddlers in the study and randomly assigned half of them to foster care created specifically for the project.
The other half stayed in Romanian institutions, where conditions remained substandard. Over a twelve-year
span, both groups were assessed for physical growth, cognitive functioning, brain development, and social
behavior. Data from a third group of children raised by their birth families were collected for comparison.

The study found that the institutionalized children were severely impaired in IQ and manifested a variety of
social and emotional disorders, as well as changes in brain development. However, the earlier an
institutionalized child was placed into foster care, the better the recovery. Combining scientific, historical,
and personal narratives in a gripping, often heartbreaking, account, Romania's Abandoned Children
highlights the urgency of efforts to help the millions of parentless children living in institutions throughout
the world.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The reason? Because this Romania's Abandoned Children: Deprivation, Brain Development, and the
Struggle for Recovery is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Eva Ammons:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Romania's Abandoned
Children: Deprivation, Brain Development, and the Struggle for Recovery, you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Robin Norfleet:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Romania's Abandoned Children:
Deprivation, Brain Development, and the Struggle for Recovery publication written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation Romania's Abandoned Children: Deprivation, Brain Development, and the
Struggle for Recovery as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Donna Hufnagel:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As



we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Romania's Abandoned Children: Deprivation, Brain Development,
and the Struggle for Recovery can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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