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In Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media D. N. Rodowick applies the concept of “the
figural” to a variety of philosophical and aesthetic issues. Inspired by the aesthetic philosophy of Jean-
François Lyotard, the figural defines a semiotic regime where the distinction between linguistic and plastic
representation breaks down. This opposition, which has been the philosophical foundation of aesthetics since
the eighteenth century, has been explicitly challenged by the new electronic, televisual, and digital media.
Rodowick—one of the foremost film theorists writing today—contemplates this challenge, describing and
critiquing the new regime of signs and new ways of thinking that such media have inaugurated.
To fully comprehend the emergence of the figural requires a genealogical critique of the aesthetic, Rodowick
claims. Seeking allies in this effort to deconstruct the opposition of word and image and to create new
concepts for comprehending the figural, he journeys through a range of philosophical writings: Thierry
Kuntzel and Marie-Claire Ropars-Wuilleumier on film theory; Jacques Derrida on the deconstruction of the
aesthetic; Siegfried Kracauer and Walter Benjamin on the historical image as a utopian force in photography
and film; and Gilles Deleuze and Michel Foucault on the emergence of the figural as both a semiotic regime
and a new stratagem of power coincident with the appearance of digital phenomena and of societies of
control.
Scholars of philosophy, film theory, cultural criticism, new media, and art history will be interested in the
original and sophisticated insights found in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Erik Herrera:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer connected with Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jon Harrill:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New
Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kerry Maye:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

William Culley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy
after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New



Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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