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- Includes a contextual study of Shelley and classical culture

The Greek philosopher Plato (424-348 BC) was one of history’s greatest philosophers; Percy Bysshe Shelley
(1792-1822) was one of its greatest poets. Shelley calls The Symposium “the most beautiful and perfect
among all the works of Plato.” In it, Socrates and his friends meet for dinner and discuss the nature of love –
till Socrates is confronted by the beautiful young Alcibiades, who bursts in to confess his love for the
philosopher. The dialogue is by turns funny, scandalous and profound. Besides being a great drama, the
Symposium offers an accessible introduction to Plato’s main philosophical ideas. Shelley’s brilliant
translation of this timeless masterpiece (which he titled “The Banquet”) was suppressed during his lifetime
for its brave, and perfectly faithful, rendition of the work’s overt homoeroticism. Critics now recognise it as
a literary masterpiece in its own right.

Lexicos Books is proud to present this great work, complete and uncensored. It has been carefully edited and
formatted for Kindle. It includes Shelley’s own introduction, and his essay “A Discourse on the Manners of
the Ancient Greeks Relative to the Subject of Love” – a pioneering defense of homosexual love. It also
includes an essay on the impact of classical culture on Shelley’s poetry and thought.

“Plato's great dialogue on love is one of the supreme masterpieces of world literature. The English
translation by the great English Romantic poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, is the finest of all, though very few
people have even heard of it . . . . Shelley's translation is a pleasure to read. The poetical parts are fine
English prose-poetry, the humorous parts are really funny, the narration is vivid, the conversations are
lifelike, and the philosophical arguments are clear and cogent.” William A. Percy III , Gay & Lesbian
Review
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reardon:

The book The Symposium: The Shelley Translation (Annotated) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The
Symposium: The Shelley Translation (Annotated) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like available and read a book The Symposium: The Shelley Translation (Annotated). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Karolyn Kaufman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Symposium: The
Shelley Translation (Annotated). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Tia Sargent:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Symposium: The
Shelley Translation (Annotated) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Andrew Hulbert:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Symposium: The Shelley Translation (Annotated) can
be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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