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The arrival of the Shakers in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana in the decades after 1805 saw a substantial
escalation in the movement. InRichard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities, Carol
Medlicott and Christian Goodwillie reconstruct a vast repository of early Shaker hymns, using them to
uncover the dramatic history of Shakerism's bold expansion to the frontier. With newly discovered tunes for
more than one hundred Shaker hymns, this volume illuminates a little-known dimension of American folk
hymnody.

Richard McNemar s blended passions of printing, theology, and hymn writing were well suited to the needs
of the new western Shaker enterprise. The abundance of rich spiritual and doctrinal hymns circulated by
McNemar throughout the Shaker world literally gave voice to a generation of Shakers. In the early 1830s, he
established a printing press at the Shaker settlement of Watervliet on the outskirts of Dayton, Ohio. There, in
collaboration with other Shaker musicians and leaders, McNemar produced the first printed hymnal of the
Shaker west.

McNemar's hymnal appeared at a crucial juncture in Shaker history. The Shaker west was a full generation
old, and in several communities the transition to younger leaders was a struggle. Shaker spirituality and
worship patterns were changing fast during the decade. Shaker music itself was quickly evolving in the
1830s, with the onset of new song styles and the formalization of a distinctive music notation method.

Medlicott and Goodwillie paint a rich picture of the Shaker west during its most dynamic years. They probe
the hymn texts and use them to illuminate the dramatic events of the Shaker west from its founding through
the 1830s. They analyze the collection of hymns and hymn tunes in light of the development of Shaker
hymnody by the 1830s and of American folk hymnody in general. A series of carefully researched
commentaries is presented alongside the score for each hymn, serving to contextualize them individually.
One learns of the hymn s history, its authorship, and its use among the Shakers, making this exploration an
invaluable reference for music historians, students of Shaker history, and students of Ohio cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western
Shaker Communities will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Virginia Cherry:

Often the book Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker
Communities is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Jason Braden:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities can
be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tracy Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities this book consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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