
Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691057516
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691057516
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691057516


Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice

Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice

This is an unprecedented collection of nearly seventy Late Antique primary religious texts. These texts--all
in new English translation and many appearing in English for the first time--represent every major religious
current from the late first century until the rise of Islam. Produced through the efforts of thirty-six leading
scholars in the field, they constitute a comprehensive view of religious practice in Late Antiquity.

Religious life and performance during this period comprised diverse, often unusual practices. Philosophical
ascent, magic, legal pronouncement, hymnography, dietary and sexual restriction, and rhetoric were all part
of this deeply fascinating world. Religious and political identity often intertwined, as reflected in the Roman
persecution of Christians. And a fluid boundary between religion and superstition was contested in daily life.
Many practices, including ascetic training, crossed religious boundaries. Others, such as "incubation" at
specific temples and certain divination rites, were distinctive practices of individual groups and orders.

Intrinsically interesting, the practice of religion in the Late Antique also edifies modern-day religious life. As
this volume shows, the origins of the contemporary Western religious terrain can be gleaned in this period.
Rabbinic Judaism flourished and spread. Christianity developed still-important theological categories and
structures. And even movements that did not survive intact--such as Neoplatonism and the once-powerful
Manichaean churches--continue to influence religion today.

This rich sourcebook includes discussions of asceticism, religious organization, ritual, martyrdom, religion's
social implications, law, and theology. Its unique emphasis on practice and its inclusion of texts translated
from lesser-known languages advance the study of religious history in several directions. A strong
interdisciplinary orientation will reward scholars and students of religion, theology, gender studies, classical
literatures, and history. Each text is accompanied by an introduction and a bibliography for further reading
and research, making the book appropriate for use in any university or seminary classroom.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Taylor:

The book Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Religions of Late Antiquity in
Practice being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
guide Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Anthony Flowers:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Religions of Late Antiquity in
Practice is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Sexton:

The actual book Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Jimmy Stone:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Religions
of Late Antiquity in Practice your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Religions of Late Antiquity in Practice giving you another experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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