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Autobiography is a literary genre which Western scholarship has ascribed mostly to Europe and the West.
Countering this assessment and presenting many little-known texts, this comprehensive work demonstrates
the existence of a flourishing tradition in Arabic autobiography. Interpreting the Self discusses nearly one
hundred Arabic autobiographical texts and presents thirteen selections in translation. The authors of these
autobiographies represent an astonishing variety of geographical areas, occupations, and religious
affiliations. This pioneering study explores the origins, historical development, and distinctive characteristics
of autobiography in the Arabic tradition, drawing from texts written between the ninth and nineteenth
centuries c.e.

This volume consists of two parts: a general study rethinking the place of autobiography in the Arabic
tradition, and the translated texts. Part one demonstrates that there are far more Arabic autobiographical texts
than previously recognized by modern scholars and shows that these texts represent an established
and—especially in the Middle Ages—well-known category of literary production. The thirteen translated
texts in part two are drawn from the full one-thousand-year period covered by this survey and represent a
variety of styles. Each text is preceded by a brief introduction guiding the reader to specific features in the
text and providing general background information about the author. The volume also contains an annotated
bibliography of 130 premodern Arabic autobiographical texts.

In addition to presenting much little-known material, this volume revisits current understandings of
autobiographical writing and helps create an important cross-cultural comparative framework for studying
the genre.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Molinari:

This book untitled Interpreting the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Martha Silva:

The reserve with title Interpreting the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Linda Manning:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Interpreting the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Shawn Calvin:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Interpreting the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Interpreting
the Self: Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition. You can more inviting than now.
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