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It is a widely held belief today that there are too many lawsuits, too many lawyers, too much law. As readers
of this engaging and provocative essay will discover, the evidence for a "litigation explosion" is actually
quite ambiguous. But the American legal profession has become extremely large, and it seems clear that the
scope and reach of legal process have indeed increased greatly.

How can we best understand these changes? Lawrence Friedman focuses on transformations in American
legal culture—that is, people's beliefs and expectations with regard to law. In the early nineteenth century,
people were accustomed to facing sudden disasters (disease, accidents, joblessness) without the protection of
social and private insurance. The uncertainty of life and the unavailability of compensation for loss were
mirrored in a culture of low legal expectations.

Medical, technical, and social developments during our own century have created a very different set of
expectations about life, again reflected in our legal culture. Friedman argues that we are moving toward a
general expectation of total justice, of recompense for all injuries and losses that are not the victim's fault.
And the expansion of legal rights and protections in turn creates fresh expectations, a cycle of demand and
response.

This timely and important book articulates clearly, and in nontechnical language, the recent changes that
many have sensed in the American legal system but that few have discussed in so powerful and sensible a
way.

Total Justice is the third of five special volumes commissioned by the Russell Sage Foundation to mark its
seventy-fifth anniversary.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Creamer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Total Justice is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Darrel Mason:

This book untitled Total Justice to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Donna Moore:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Total Justice that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Total Justice
become your starter.

Jamie Harper:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Total Justice to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Total
Justice can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these
time.
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