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For anyone fascinated by how the myth of the Western hero came into being, “The Virginian” is the book to
read. Published in 1902, it became hugely popular for decades and inspired movies (a version with Gary
Cooper in 1929) and a long-running TV series (1962-1971). A modern reader could easily guess the storyline
without reading a synopsis - the classic elements are all there: tall, dark, handsome cowboy hero; pretty
schoolmarm from back East; the villain who must finally face justice at the end of a gun. Few historical
novels are dedicated to American presidents, however, and another whole dimension of the novel opens up
with the name appearing on the dedication page -- Theodore Roosevelt, a college friend of the author's. What
Wister does, besides telling a story of adventure and romance, is portray a particular kind of heroic figure, a
natural man whose integrity is untainted by the corrupt (though civilized) values of the East. The book is a
deliberate and often worshipful character study for the age of Teddy Roosevelt-style masculinity. The young
Virginian charms us (and the narrator) with his courage and modesty and his thoughtful attempts to
understand a world in which some men (even good ones) act dishonorably and make cowardly choices. Stoic
and cool on the surface, the currents of sentiment run deep in this man. So does the will to self-improvement,
as he reads Shakespeare and Sir Walter Scott. This book connects with so much of American myth over the
last 100 years that you could easily write another book about it. Or you can simply enjoy it for what it is, a
historical romance so well-conceived, in spite of its sometimes dated views, that you keep on reading
through each episode of the story, glad that Wister was in no hurry to cut to the chase. This is a book for any
reader of Western literature, fiction or nonfiction. In it the many traditions of the western come together in
popularized form for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Morrow:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Virginian.

Janet Kline:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Virginian?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lucy Nelson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely The Virginian.

Alexander Ray:

This The Virginian is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Virginian in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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