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Revising dominant accounts of Puritanism and challenging the literary history of sentimentalism,
Sympathetic Puritans argues that a Calvinist theology of sympathy shaped the politics, religion, rhetoric, and
literature of early New England. Scholars have often understood and presented sentimentalism as a direct
challenge to stern and stoic Puritan forebears; the standard history traces a cult of sensibility back to moral
sense philosophy and the Scottish Enlightenment, not Puritan New England. Abram C. Van Engen has
unearthed pervasive evidence of sympathy in a large archive of Puritan sermons, treatises, tracts, poems,
journals, histories, and captivity narratives. He demonstrates how two types of sympathy -- the active
command to fellow-feel (a duty), as well as the passive sign that could indicate salvation (a discovery) --
permeated Puritan society and came to define the very boundaries of English culture, affecting conceptions
of community, relations with Native Americans, and the development of American literature.

Van Engen re-examines the Antinomian Controversy, conversion narratives, transatlantic relations, Puritan
missions, Mary Rowlandson's captivity narrative -- and Puritan culture more generally -- through the lens of
sympathy. Demonstrating and explicating a Calvinist theology of sympathy in seventeenth-century New
England, the book reveals the religious history of a concept that has previously been associated with more
secular roots.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Huey:

This Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow
Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist
Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) can bring once you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Julian Eaton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sympathetic Puritans:
Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lois Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Sympathetic Puritans:
Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) suitable to you? The book was written
by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New
England (Religion in America)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Pauline Browne:

The book untitled Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in
America) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the



book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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