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Drawing on New Testament studies and recent scholarship on the expansion of the Christian church, Gary B.
Ferngren presents a comprehensive historical account of medicine and medical philanthropy in the first five
centuries of the Christian era.

Ferngren first describes how early Christians understood disease. He examines the relationship of early
Christian medicine to the natural and supernatural modes of healing found in the Bible. Despite biblical
accounts of demonic possession and miraculous healing, Ferngren argues that early Christians generally
accepted naturalistic assumptions about disease and cared for the sick with medical knowledge gleaned from
the Greeks and Romans.

Ferngren also explores the origins of medical philanthropy in the early Christian church. Rather than viewing
illness as punishment for sins, early Christians believed that the sick deserved both medical assistance and
compassion. Even as they were being persecuted, Christians cared for the sick within and outside of their
community. Their long experience in medical charity led to the creation of the first hospitals, a singular
Christian contribution to health care.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Burton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity.

Casey Larsen:

This book untitled Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Clifford Walsh:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort
of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.

Audrey Mack:

Beside this Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!
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