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Can looking at disaster and mass death destroy us? Forgetting Lot's Wife provides a theory and a
fragmentary history of destructive spectatorship in the twentieth century. Its subject is the notion that the
sight of historical catastrophe can destroy the spectator. The fragments of this history all lead back to the
story of Lot's wife: looking back at the destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, she turns into a
pillar of salt. This biblical story of punishment and transformation, a nexus of sexuality, sight, and cities,
becomes the template for the modern fear that looking back at disaster might petrify the spectator. Although
rarely articulated directly,this idea remains powerful in our culture. This book traces some of its aesthetic,
theoretical, and ethical consequences. Harries traces the figure of Lot's wife across media. In extended
engagements with examples from twentieth-century theater, film, and painting, he focuses on the theatrical
theory of Antonin Artaud, a series of American films, and paintings by Anselm Kiefer. These examples all
return to the story of Lot's wife as a way to think about modern predicaments of the spectator. On the one
hand, the sometimes veiled figure of Lot's wife allows these artists to picture the desire to destroy the
spectator; on the other, she stands as a sign of the potential danger to the spectator. These works, that is,
enact critiques of the very desire that inspires them.The book closes with an extended meditation on
September 11, criticizing the notion that we should have been destroyed by witnessing the events of that day.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Brad Marcum:

The reserve with title Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship contains a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Ann Bland:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Minerva Garrison:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship can make you sense
more interested to read.
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