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It has long been said that clothes make the man (or woman), but is it still true today? If so, how has the
information clothes convey changed over the years? Using a wide range of historical and contemporary
materials, Diana Crane demonstrates how the social significance of clothing has been transformed.

Crane compares nineteenth-century societies—France and the United States—where social class was the
most salient aspect of social identity signified in clothing with late twentieth-century America, where
lifestyle, gender, sexual orientation, age, and ethnicity are more meaningful to individuals in constructing
their wardrobes. Today, clothes worn at work signify social class, but leisure clothes convey meanings
ranging from trite to political. In today's multicode societies, clothes inhibit as well as facilitate
communication between highly fragmented social groups.

Crane extends her comparison by showing how nineteenth-century French designers created fashions that
suited lifestyles of Paris elites but that were also widely adopted outside France. By contrast, today's
designers operate in a global marketplace, shaped by television, film, and popular music. No longer confined
to elites, trendsetters are drawn from many social groups, and most trends have short trajectories. To assess
the impact of fashion on women, Crane uses voices of college-aged and middle-aged women who took part
in focus groups. These discussions yield fascinating information about women's perceptions of female
identity and sexuality in the fashion industry.

An absorbing work, Fashion and Its Social Agendas stands out as a critical study of gender, fashion, and
consumer culture.
"Why do people dress the way they do? How does clothing contribute to a person's identity as a man or
woman, as a white-collar professional or blue-collar worker, as a preppie, yuppie, or nerd? How is it that
dress no longer denotes social class so much as lifestyle? . . . Intelligent and informative, [this] book
proposes thoughtful answers to some of these questions."-Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class,
Gender, and Identity in Clothing. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Mary Rohe:

Exactly why? Because this Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Adrian White:

This Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing is brand-new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Fashion
and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Louise Villanueva:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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