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The Tale of Genji and The Tale of the Heike are the two major works of classical Japanese prose. The
complete versions of both works are too long to be taught in one term, and this abridgement answers the
need for a one-volume edition of both works suitable for use in survey courses in classical Japanese literature
or world literature in translation and by the general reader daunted by the complete works. The translator has
selected representative portions of the two texts with a view to shaping the abridgments into coherent,
aesthetically acceptable wholes.

Often called the world's earliest novel, The Tale of Genji, by Murasaki Shikibu, is a poetic evocation of
aristocratic life in eleventh-century Japan, a period of brilliant cultural efflorescence. This new translation
focuses on important events in the life of its main character, Genji. It traces the full length of Genji's
relationship with Murasaki, the deepest and most enduring of his emotional attachments, and contains all or
parts of 10 of the 41 chapters in which Genji figures, including the "Broom Tree" chapter, which provides a
reprise of the themes of the book.

In romanticized but essentially truthful fashion, The Tale of the Heike describes the late twelfth-century
political intrigues and battlefield clashes that led to the eclipse of the Kyoto court and the establishment of a
military government by the rival Minamotho (Genji) clan. Its underlying theme, the evanescence of worldly
things, echoes some of the concerns of the Genji, but its language preserves many traces of oral composition,
and its vigor and expansivelness contrast sharply with the pensive, elegant tone of the Genji. The selections
of the Heike, about 40 percent of the owrk, are taken from the translator's complete edition, which received
great acclaim: "this verison of the Heike is superb and indeed reveals to English-language readers for the first
time the full scope, grandeur, and literary richness of the work."—Journal of Asian Studies

For both the Genji and the Heike abridgments, the translator has provided introductions, headnote
summaries, adn other supplementary maerials designed to help readers follow the sometimes confused story
lines and keep the characters straight. The book also includes an appendix, a glossary, a bibliography, and
two maps.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Genji & Heike:
Selections from The Tale of Genji and The Tale of the Heike? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeff Farley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Genji & Heike: Selections from The Tale
of Genji and The Tale of the Heike is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lanell Sessions:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book Genji & Heike: Selections from The Tale of Genji and The Tale of
the Heike it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book offers high quality.

Katie McCants:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Genji & Heike: Selections from The Tale of
Genji and The Tale of the Heike was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Genji
& Heike: Selections from The Tale of Genji and The Tale of the Heike has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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