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For scientist and layman alike this book provides vivid evidence that the Copernican Revolution has by no
means lost its significance today. Few episodes in the development of scientific theory show so clearly how
the solution to a highly technical problem can alter our basic thought processes and attitudes. Understanding
the processes which underlay the Revolution gives us a perspective, in this scientific age, from which to
evaluate our own beliefs more intelligently. With a constant keen awareness of the inseparable mixture of its
technical, philosophical, and humanistic elements, Mr. Kuhn displays the full scope of the Copernican
Revolution as simultaneously an episode in the internal development of astronomy, a critical turning point in
the evolution of scientific thought, and a crisis in Western man's concept of his relation to the universe and to
God.

The book begins with a description of the first scientific cosmology developed by the Greeks. Mr. Kuhn thus
prepares the way for a continuing analysis of the relation between theory and observation and belief. He
describes the many functions--astronomical, scientific, and nonscientific--of the Greek concept of the
universe, concentrating especially on the religious implications. He then treats the intellectual, social, and
economic developments which nurtured Copernicus' break with traditional astronomy. Although many of
these developments, including scholastic criticism of Aristotle's theory of motion and the Renaissance
revival of Neoplatonism, lie entirely outside of astronomy, they increased the flexibility of the astronomer's
imagination. That new flexibility is apparent in the work of Copernicus, whose DE REVOLUTIONIBUS
ORBIUM CAELESTIUM is discussed in detail both for its own significance and as a representative
scientific innovation.

With a final analysis of Copernicus' life work--its reception and its contribution to a new scientific concept
of the universe--Mr. Kuhn illuminates both the researches that finally made the heliocentric arrangement
work, and the achievements in physics and metaphysics that made the planetary earth an integral part of
Newtonian science. These are the developments that once again provided man with a coherent and self-
consistent conception of the universe and of his own place in it.

This is a book for any reader interested in the evolution of ideas and, in particular, in the curious interplay of
hypothesis and experiment which is the essence of modern science. Says James Bryant Conant in his
Foreword: "Professor Kuhn's handling of the subject merits attention, for... he points the way to the road
which must be followed if science is to be assimilated into the culture of our times."
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From reader reviews:

Lynette Petree:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of
Western Thought as the daily resource information.

Pablo McNamara:

The actual book The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought
will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Darrel Mason:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Copernican Revolution: Planetary
Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Derek Clancy:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Copernican Revolution:
Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.
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