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When Movements Matter accounts for the origins of Social Security as we know it. The book tells the
overlooked story of the Townsend Plan--a political organization that sought to alleviate poverty and end the
Great Depression through a government-provided retirement stipend of $200 a month for every American
over the age of sixty.

Both the Townsend Plan, which organized two million older Americans into Townsend clubs, and the wider
pension movement failed to win the generous and universal senior citizens' pensions their advocates
demanded. But the movement provided the political impetus behind old-age policy in its formative years and
pushed America down the track of creating an old-age welfare state.

Drawing on a wealth of primary evidence, historical detail, and arresting images, Edwin Amenta traces the
ups and downs of the Townsend Plan and its elderly leader Dr. Francis E. Townsend in the struggle to
remake old age. In the process, Amenta advances a new theory of when social movements are influential.

The book challenges the conventional wisdom that U.S. old-age policy was a result mainly of the Depression
or farsighted bureaucrats. It also debunks the current view that America immediately embraced Social
Security when it was adopted in 1935. And it sheds new light on how social movements that fail to achieve
their primary goals can still influence social policy and the way people relate to politics.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies
in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book When Movements
Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Stephanie Rodriguez:

This When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this When Movements Matter: The
Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan
and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Donald Cortes:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name When Movements
Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the
Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Kevin Caputo:

This When Movements Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this When Movements
Matter: The Townsend Plan and the Rise of Social Security (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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