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Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials trilogy is one of the most popular fantasy works of our time. Both the
trilogy and the movies based on it are being marketed chiefly as YA (young adult) fare. But Leonard F.
Wheat shows in this fascinating analysis that His Dark Materials is far more than a YA tale. At a deeper level
it is a complex triple allegory—a surface story that uses 231 symbols to tell three hidden stories. As such, it
is among the most profound, intellectually challenging, and thoroughly adult works ever written.
Wheat brings the hidden stories to light. He demonstrates how Pullman retells two prominent works of
British literature—C. S. Lewis's The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and John Milton's Paradise Lost.
Pullman's aim is to counter Lewis's pro-Christian allegory with his own anti-Christian allegory. Pullman
does this in his second allegory by turning Paradise Lost upside down. Satan and his daughter, Sin, along
with Adam's murderous son Cain, become heroes; God and Jesus become villains. This retold story depicts
our society's warfare between knowledge (symbolized by Dust) and religious superstitions (symbolized by
Specters). Pullman adds an original third hidden story featuring Christian missionaries, Charles Darwin,
agnostics, and atheists.
Wheat's intriguing interpretation of Pullman's work is the first to point out the many allegorical features of
His Dark Materials and to highlight the ingenious ways in which Pullman subtly attacks religious institutions
and superstitions. Pullman fans as well as readers interested in fantasy or concerned about religious coercion
will find Wheat's book not only stimulating but overflowing with surprises.
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From reader reviews:

David Hedges:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Philip Pullman's His Dark
Materials: A Multiple Allegory: Attacking Religious Superstition in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
and Paradise Lost to read.

Mildred Kelly:

The publication untitled Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials: A Multiple Allegory: Attacking Religious
Superstition in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Paradise Lost is the publication that recommended
to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials: A Multiple Allegory:
Attacking Religious Superstition in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Paradise Lost from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Williams Carter:

The reserve with title Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials: A Multiple Allegory: Attacking Religious
Superstition in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Paradise Lost posesses a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Donna Muniz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials: A



Multiple Allegory: Attacking Religious Superstition in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Paradise
Lost.
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