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Today a brain scan reveals our thoughts, moods, and memories as clearly as an X-ray reveals our bones. We
can actually observe a person's brain registering a joke or experiencing a painful memory. Drawing on the
latest imaging technology and the expertise of distinguished scientists, Rita Carter explores the geography of
the human brain. Her writing is clear, accessible, witty, and the book's 150 illustrations—most in
color—present an illustrated guide to that wondrous, coconut-sized, wrinkled gray mass we carry inside our
heads.

Mapping the Mind charts the way human behavior and culture have been molded by the landscape of the
brain. Carter shows how our personalities reflect the biological mechanisms underlying thought and emotion
and how behavioral eccentricities may be traced to abnormalities in an individual brain. Obsessions and
compulsions seem to be caused by a stuck neural switch in a region that monitors the environment for
danger. Addictions stem from dysfunction in the brain's reward system. Even the sense of religious
experience has been linked to activity in a certain brain region. The differences between men and women's
brains, the question of a "gay brain," and conditions such as dyslexia, autism, and mania are also explored.

Looking inside the brain, writes Carter, we see that actions follow from our perceptions, which are due to
brain activity dictated by a neuronal structure formed from the interplay between our genes and the
environment. Without sidestepping the question of free will, Carter suggests that future generations will use
our increasing knowledge of the brain to "enhance those mental qualities that give sweetness and meaning to
our lives, and to eradicate those that are destructive."
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Mapping the Mind book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Mapping the Mind content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Mapping the Mind is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Katherine Shadrick:

Exactly why? Because this Mapping the Mind is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Stone:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mapping the Mind which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Kevin Masterson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Mapping the Mind can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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