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This book is a history of an astounding transatlantic phenomenon, a popular evangelical revival known in
America as the first Great Awakening (1735-1745). Beginning in the mid-1730s, supporters and opponents
of the revival commented on the extraordinary nature of what one observer called the "great ado," with its
extemporaneous outdoor preaching, newspaper publicity, and rallies of up to 20,000 participants. Frank
Lambert, biographer of Great Awakening leader George Whitefield, offers an overview of this important
episode and proposes a new explanation of its origins.

The Great Awakening, however dramatic, was nevertheless unnamed until after its occurrence, and its
leaders created no doctrine nor organizational structure that would result in a historical record. That lack of
documentation has allowed recent scholars to suggest that the movement was "invented" by nineteenth-
century historians. Some specialists even think that it was wholly constructed by succeeding generations,
who retroactively linked sporadic happenings to fabricate an alleged historic development. Challenging these
interpretations, Lambert nevertheless demonstrates that the Great Awakening was invented--not by historians
but by eighteenth-century evangelicals who were skillful and enthusiastic religious promoters. Reporting a
dramatic meeting in one location in order to encourage gatherings in other places, these men used
commercial strategies and newly popular print media to build a revival--one that they also believed to be an
"extraordinary work of God." They saw a special meaning in contemporary events, looking for a transatlantic
pattern of revival and finding a motive for spiritual rebirth in what they viewed as a moral decline in colonial
America and abroad.

By examining the texts that these preachers skillfully put together, Lambert shows how they told and retold
their revival account to themselves, their followers, and their opponents. His inquiries depict revivals as
cultural productions and yield fresh understandings of how believers "spread the word" with whatever
technical and social methods seem the most effective.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Moreland:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Inventing the "Great
Awakening" book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

George Eichner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Inventing the "Great Awakening" why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Vicky Gamez:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Inventing the "Great Awakening". This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kelley Hardy:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Inventing the "Great Awakening". You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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