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This book provides a language and a set of tools for finding bounds on the predictions that social and
behavioral scientists can logically make from nonexperimental and experimental data. The economist
Charles Manski draws on examples from criminology, demography, epidemiology, social psychology, and
sociology as well as economics to illustrate this language and to demonstrate the broad usefulness of the
tools.

There are many traditional ways to present identification problems in econometrics, sociology, and
psychometrics. Some of these are primarily statistical in nature, using concepts such as flat likelihood
functions and nondistinct parameter estimates. Manski's strategy is to divorce identification from purely
statistical concepts and to present the logic of identification analysis in ways that are accessible to a wide
audience in the social and behavioral sciences. In each case, problems are motivated by real examples with
real policy importance, the mathematics is kept to a minimum, and the deductions on identifiability are
derived giving fresh insights.

Manski begins with the conceptual problem of extrapolating predictions from one population to some new
population or to the future. He then analyzes in depth the fundamental selection problem that arises
whenever a scientist tries to predict the effects of treatments on outcomes. He carefully specifies assumptions
and develops his nonparametric methods of bounding predictions. Manski shows how these tools should be
used to investigate common problems such as predicting the effect of family structure on children's outcomes
and the effect of policing on crime rates.

Successive chapters deal with topics ranging from the use of experiments to evaluate social programs, to the
use of case-control sampling by epidemiologists studying the association of risk factors and disease, to the
use of intentions data by demographers seeking to predict future fertility. The book closes by examining two
central identification problems in the analysis of social interactions: the classical simultaneity problem of
econometrics and the reflection problem faced in analyses of neighborhood and contextual effects.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Identification Problems in the Social Sciences.

Tiara Garcia:

The publication untitled Identification Problems in the Social Sciences is the reserve that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Identification Problems in the Social Sciences from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Bradley Simpson:

Why? Because this Identification Problems in the Social Sciences is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Amy Petersen:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Identification Problems in the Social Sciences as well
as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Identification Problems in the Social Sciences to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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