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The Voting Rights Act of 1965, which originally was intended to prohibit barriers to black registration and
voting, has been hailed as a triumph for civil rights and as a catalyst for the election of minorities to public
office in both the Deep South and the urban North. To advance its objective, federal courts instructed many
cities to change from at-large to single-member district electoral systems as a way to ensure that minorities
had a reasonable chance to elect representatives of their choice.

In the first book to critique the implementation of this landmark legislation in a major American city, Ruth
Morgan examines its effect on local governance over forty years in Dallas and shows that it had unintended
consequences for racial politics, representation, and public policy. Breaking from studies that measure the
success of the VRA in terms of increased minority representation, Morgan assesses the consequences of the
Act for Dallas city government and for the wider interests of minorities as well.

While endorsing the original intent of the VRA, Morgan believes that this intent was subverted by
subsequent amendments to the Act and by the courts' attempts to advance the political standing of particular
minority groups. She argues that court-imposed single-member districts have created in Dallas a city council
infected with parochialism and careerism a result of members no longer having to compromise to win
citywide votes and have had an adverse impact on governmental effectiveness and voter turnout. With
corruption and cronyism now rampant, voting rights legislation and litigation have ultimately failed to fulfill
the hopes and aspirations of the unempowered, and the district system has created an incentive for continued
racial separation.

Governance by Decree offers a pointed assessment of the complexities and contradictions produced by the
voting rights law, while at the same time calling for the federal judiciary to exercise restraint in imposing its
will when it lacks the capacity to make choices that are inherently political. Morgan's powerfully argued case
study should inspire much debate and inform forthcoming congressional deliberations over the renewal of
the preclearance section of the VRA in 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Governance by Decree: The Impact of
the Voting Rights Act in Dallas (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public
Policy) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Kristen Hamilton:

This book untitled Governance by Decree: The Impact of the Voting Rights Act in Dallas (Studies in
Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Lauren Zavala:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Governance by Decree: The Impact of the Voting Rights Act in Dallas (Studies in Government
and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy).

Michael Major:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Governance by Decree: The Impact of the Voting Rights Act in Dallas (Studies in



Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) provide you with new experience
in studying a book.
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