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Step into Ernst Wolzogen's Motley Theater, Max Reinhardt's Sound and Smoke, Rudolf Nelson's Chat noir,
and Friedrich Hollaender's Tingel-Tangel. Enjoy Claire Waldoff's rendering of a lower-class Berliner, Kurt
Tucholsky's satirical songs, and Walter Mehring's Dadaist experiments, as Peter Jelavich spotlights Berlin's
cabarets from the day the curtain first went up, in 1901, until the Nazi regime brought it down.

Fads and fashions, sexual mores and political ideologies--all were subject to satire and parody on the cabaret
stage. This book follows the changing treatment of these themes, and the fate of cabaret itself, through the
most turbulent decades of modern German history: the prosperous and optimistic Imperial age, the unstable
yet culturally inventive Weimar era, and the repressive years of National Socialism. By situating cabaret
within Berlin's rich landscape of popular culture and distinguishing it from vaudeville and variety theaters,
spectacular revues, prurient "nude dancing," and Communist agitprop, Jelavich revises the prevailing image
of this form of entertainment.

Neither highly politicized, like postwar German Kabarett, nor sleazy in the way that some American and
European films suggest, Berlin cabaret occupied a middle ground that let it cast an ironic eye on the goings-
on of Berliners and other Germans. However, it was just this satirical attitude toward serious themes, such as
politics and racism, that blinded cabaret to the strength of the radical right-wing forces that ultimately
destroyed it. Jelavich concludes with the Berlin cabaret artists' final performances--as prisoners in the
concentration camps at Westerbork and Theresienstadt.

This book gives us a sense of what the world looked like within the cabarets of Berlin and at the same time
lets us see, from a historical distance, these lost performers enacting the political, sexual, and artistic issues
that made their city one of the most dynamic in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Berlin Cabaret (Studies in Cultural History).

Joan Burton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Berlin Cabaret (Studies in Cultural
History) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mike Huey:

The book untitled Berlin Cabaret (Studies in Cultural History) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Jessica Jones:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Berlin Cabaret (Studies
in Cultural History) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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