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Slave narratives were one of the earliest forms of African American writing. These works, autobiographical
in nature, later fostered other pieces of African American autobiography. Since the rise of Black Studies in
the late 1960s, leading critics have constructed black lives and letters as antitheses of the ways and writings
of mainstream American culture. According to such thinking, black writing stems from a set of experiences
very different from the world of whites, and black autobiography must therefore differ radically from heroic
white American tales. But in pointing to differences between black and white autobiographical works, these
critics have overlooked the similarities. This volume argues that the African American autobiography is a
continuation of the epic tradition, much as the prose narratives of voyage by white Americans in the
nineteenth century likewise represent the evolution of the epic genre. The book makes clear that the writers
of black autobiography have shared and shaped American culture, and that their works are very much a part
of American literature.

An introductory essay provides a theoretical framework for the chapters that follow. It discusses the origins
of African American autobiography and the larger themes of the epic tradition that are common to the works
of both black and white authors. The book then pairs representative African American autobiographies with
similar works by white writers. Thus the volume matches Olaudah Equiano's slave narrative with The
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
with Richard Henry Dana's Two Years Before the Mast, and Harriet Jacobs' Incidents in the Life of a Slave
Girl with Fanny Fern's Ruth Hall. The study indicates that these various works all recognize the importance
of learning as a means for attaining freedom. The final chapter provides a broad survey of the African
American autobiography.
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From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Typically the book African American Autobiography and the Quest for Freedom: (Contributions in Afro-
American and African Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to
you. The book African American Autobiography and the Quest for Freedom: (Contributions in Afro-
American and African Studies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lorraine Prinz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving African American Autobiography and
the Quest for Freedom: (Contributions in Afro-American and African Studies) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick African
American Autobiography and the Quest for Freedom: (Contributions in Afro-American and African Studies)
become your personal starter.

Michael Thompson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of African American Autobiography and the Quest for
Freedom: (Contributions in Afro-American and African Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have African American Autobiography and the Quest for Freedom: (Contributions in
Afro-American and African Studies).

Brent Henderson:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this African American Autobiography and the Quest for Freedom:
(Contributions in Afro-American and African Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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