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The sesquicentennial of the Civil War and Reconstruction invites reflection on the broad meaning of
American democracy, including the ideals of freedom, equality, racial justice, and self-determination. In We
Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice, John David Smith brings together a wealth of primary texts?editorials,
letters, newspaper articles, and personal testimonies?to illuminate the experience of emancipation for the
millions of African Americans enmeshed in the transition from chattel slavery to freedom from 1865 to
1877.

The years following Appomattox offered the freed people numerous opportunities and challenges. Ex-slaves
reconnected with relatives dispersed by the domestic slave trade and the vicissitudes of civil war. They
sought their own farms and homesteads, education for their children, and legal protection from whites hostile
to their new status. They negotiated labor contracts, established local communities, and, following the 1867
Reconstruction Acts, entered local, state, and national politics.

Though aided by Freedmen's Bureau agents and sympathetic whites, former slaves nevertheless faced
daunting odds. Ku Klux Klansmen and others terrorized blacks who asserted themselves, many northerners
lost interest in their plight, and federal officials gradually left them to their own resources. As a result, former
Confederates regained control of the southern state governments following the 1876 presidential election.

We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice is a substantially revised and expanded edition of a book originally
published under the title Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865–1877.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from
Reconstruction, 1865-1877.

Richard Pease:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877.

Julie Boyle:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices
from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have We
Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877.

Charles Shrader:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this We
Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877.
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