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Heinrich Schenker's The Art of Performance shows this great music theorist in a new light. While his
theoretical writings helped transform music theory in the twentieth century, this book draws on his
experience as a musician and teacher to propose a sharp reevaluation of how musical compositions are
realized in performance. Filled with concrete examples and numerous suggestions, the book will interest
both music theorists and practicing performers.

Schenker's approach is based on his argument that much of contemporary performance practice is rooted in
the nineteenth-century cult of the virtuoso, which has resulted in an overemphasis on technical display. To
counter this, he proposes specific ways to reconnect the composer's intentions and the musician's
performance.

Schenker begins by showing how performers can benefit from understanding the laws of composition. He
demonstrates how a literal interpretation of the composer's indications can be self-defeating, and he provides
a lively discussion of piano technique, including suggestions for pedal, sound color, orchestral effects, and
balance. He devotes separate chapters to non-legato, legato, fingering, dynamics, tempo, and rests. In
addition to the examples for pianists, Schenker covers a number of topics, such as bowing technique, that
will prove invaluable for other instrumentalists and for conductors. The book concludes with an aphoristic
and sometimes lyrical chapter on practicing.

After Schenker's death, his student Oswald Jonas prepared the text for publication from Schenker's notes,
eventually leaving the manuscript to his stepdaughter, Irene Schreier Scott, who entrusted the work of
organizing and editing the disparate material to Jonas's friend and student Heribert Esser. She later translated
it into English. This edition is the first publication in any language of this remarkable work.
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From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

This The Art of Performance is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Art of
Performance in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Mandi Rice:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Art of Performance is simple to bring
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sean Mills:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Art of Performance can be the
reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

William Johnson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Art of Performance when you desired it?
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