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Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russians have confronted a major crisis of identity. Soviet
ideology rested on a belief in historical progress, but the post-Soviet imagination has obsessed over territory.
Indeed, geographical metaphors?whether axes of north vs. south or geopolitical images of center, periphery,
and border?have become the signs of a different sense of self and the signposts of a new debate about
Russian identity. In Russia on the Edge, Edith W. Clowes argues that refurbished geographical metaphors
and imagined geographies provide a useful perspective for examining post-Soviet debates about what it
means to be Russian today.

Clowes lays out several sides of the debate. She takes as a backdrop the strong criticism of Soviet Moscow
and its self-image as uncontested global hub by major contemporary writers, among them Tatyana Tolstaya
and Viktor Pelevin. The most vocal, visible, and colorful rightist ideologue, Aleksandr Dugin, the founder of
neo-Eurasianism, has articulated positions contested by such writers and thinkers as Mikhail Ryklin,
Liudmila Ulitskaia, and Anna Politkovskaia, whose works call for a new civility in a genuinely pluralistic
Russia. Dugin's extreme views and their many responses?in fiction, film, philosophy, and documentary
journalism?form the body of this book.

In Russia on the Edge, literary and cultural critics will find the keys to a vital post-Soviet writing culture. For
intellectual historians, cultural geographers, and political scientists the book is a guide to the variety of post-
Soviet efforts to envision new forms of social life, even as a reconstructed authoritarianism has taken hold.
The book introduces nonspecialist readers to some of the most creative and provocative of present-day
Russia's writers and public intellectuals.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

The event that you get from Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Russia on the Edge: Imagined
Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity
instantly.

Tammara Dejesus:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the guide untitled Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

June Ross:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and
Post-Soviet Identity or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Tony Partee:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book Russia on the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity we can get more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the



best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Russia on
the Edge: Imagined Geographies and Post-Soviet Identity. You can more pleasing than now.
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