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Classical authors such as Cicero and Plutarch would have us believe that the elderly were revered, active
citizens of ancient Rome. But upon closer inspection, it appears that older people may not have enjoyed as
respected or as powerful a place in Roman society as has been supposed.

In this highly original work, Tim Parkin considers the many issues related to aging and the aged in the
classical Roman world. Drawing on both his expertise in demography and his knowledge of ancient history
and literature, he coaxes new insights from a variety of sources, including legal documents on the "rules of
age," representations of old age in classical literature, epigraphic evidence from tombstones, Greco-Roman
medical texts, and papyri from Roman Egypt. Analyzing such diverse sources, he offers valuable new views
of old age?not only of men in public life but of men and women in marriage, sexual relationships, and the
family.

Parkin detects a general lack of interest in old age per se in the early empire, which in itself may provide
clues regarding the treatment of older people in the Roman world. Noting that privileges granted to the aged
generally took the form of exemptions from duties rather than positive benefits, he argues that the elderly
were granted no privileged status or ongoing social roles. At the same time they were both permitted?and
expected?to continue to participate actively in society for as long as they were able. An innovative and
ambitious work, Old Age in the Roman World paints a compelling, heretofore unseen picture of what it
meant to grow old in antiquity. As a work of both social and cultural history, it broadens our knowledge of
the ancient world and encourages us to reexamine our treatment of older people today.
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From reader reviews:

Chung England:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Old Age in the Roman World: A
Cultural and Social History (Ancient Society and History) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or suited book with you?

Ellis Dunn:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and Social History
(Ancient Society and History) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and
Social History (Ancient Society and History) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and Social History (Ancient
Society and History). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Pedro Murray:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and Social History (Ancient
Society and History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Gloria Lafreniere:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but also novel and Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and Social History (Ancient
Society and History) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Old Age in the Roman World: A Cultural and Social History (Ancient
Society and History) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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