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Fairly or unfairly, the stalemate on the First World War’s Western Front is often attributed to the intellectual
stagnation of the era’s military officers. This paper traces the development (or absence of development) of
combined arms and fire & maneuver tactics and doctrine in the period prior to WW I, focusing on the Russo-
Japanese War.

The Western armies that entered the Great War seemingly ignored many of the hard-learned lessons and
observations of pre-war conflicts. Though World War I armies were later credited with developing
revolutionary wartime tactical-level advances, many scholars claim that this phase of tactical evolution
followed an earlier period of intellectual stagnation that resulted in the stalemate on the war’s Western Front.
This stalemate, they claim, could have been avoided by heeding the admonitions of pre-war conflicts and
incorporating the burgeoning effects of technology into military tactics and doctrine. Some go even further
and fault the military leadership with incompetence and foolishness for not adapting to the requirements of
modern war.

The Russo-Japanese War showed the necessity for combined arms techniques and fire and maneuver tactics
on the modern battlefield. Specifically, the war showed the need for: (1) the adoption of dispersed, irregular
(non-linear) formations; (2) the employment of fire and maneuver techniques and small unit-tactics,
including base of fire techniques; (3) the transition to indirect-fire artillery support to ensure the survivability
of the batteries, and; (4) the necessity for combined arms tactics to increase the survivability of assaulting
infantry and compensate for the dispersion of infantry firepower.

However, deeply ingrained concerns over the loss of control on the battlefield and faith in the ability of
morale to overcome firepower prevented the full realization of advanced combined arms techniques and fire
and maneuver tactics. Instead, the lessons of the Russo-Japanese War were disregarded or minimized.

Military leaders did not ignore the lessons of the Russo-Japanese War. In fact, the ramifications of increased
firepower and rudimentary techniques of fire and maneuver tactics were addressed in most nations’ pre-
World War I doctrine. Unfortunately, these concepts were not fully developed or practiced due to a failure to
recognize a change to the fundamental nature of warfare itself. Massive firepower necessitated a new system
of warfare. To effect this type of transformation, the entire military culture—equipment, doctrine,
organization, and leadership— would have to evolve. Lamentably, the hard-earned lessons of the Boer and
Russo-Japanese Wars had not prompted such a reformation. It would take the cataclysm of the First World
War to act as a catalyst for this transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Lorri Nicholson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire And
Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire And
Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carmen Bell:

This book untitled Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire And Maneuver Tactics Prior To World
War I to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Clara Williams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire And Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Ignoring The Obvious: Combined
Arms And Fire And Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I giving you another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Virginia Berry:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire
And Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
Ignoring The Obvious: Combined Arms And Fire And Maneuver Tactics Prior To World War I.
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