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Current policies to supplant fossil fuels with inferior energy sources need to incorporate a deeper
understanding of the transformative role of energy in human society lest they jettison the wellsprings of
mankind’s greatest advance.

The thesis of this paper is that fossil fuels, as a necessary condition of the Industrial Revolution, made
modern living standards possible and vastly improved living conditions across the world. Humanity’s use of
fossil fuels has released whole populations from abject poverty. Throughout human history, elites, of course,
have enjoyed comfortable wealth. No more than 200 years ago, however, the lives of the bulk of humanity
were “poor, nasty, brutish and short,” in the words memorably used by Thomas Hobbes.

This paper aims to articulate and explain some startling, but rarely acknowledged, facts about the role of
energy in human history. Energy is so intimately connected to life itself that it is almost equivalent to
physical life. Virtually everything needed to sustain the life of a human individual—food, heat, clothing,
shelter—depends upon access to and conversion of energy. Modern, prosperous nations now access a
seemingly limitless supply of energy. This cornucopia, however, is a very recent advance in mankind’s
history. Fossil fuels, methodically harnessed for the first time in the English Industrial Revolution, beginning
in the 18th century and taking off in the 19th century, have been a necessary condition of prosperous
societies and of fundamental improvements in human well-being.

Adequate treatment of this topic is a daunting task for anyone. The unprecedented stakes in today’s
contentious energy policy debates about carbon, however, make it a morally necessary topic. As a former
final decision-maker in a large environmental regulatory agency, I urge current officials and concerned
citizens to reflect on energy policies within a broad but fundamental context: human history and the physics
of material lives.

My research was initially inspired by a comprehensively researched monograph by Indur Goklany titled
“Humanity Unbound.” His paper took me to a dozen books and twice as many academic papers. With
gratitude, I acknowledge the books listed below as the most enlightening, persuasive guides on the topic.
And I highly recommend them for more thorough analysis than allowed by the confines of this paper. May
those policymakers entrusted with the authority to make binding decisions about energy consider these books
as “a look before an unreflective leap” that could unravel mankind’s greatest achievement—
the potential enjoyment of long, comfortable, healthy lives without the gnawing hunger of subsistence
poverty.

The Improving State of the World, Indur Goklany.
Energy and the English Revolution, E.A. Wrigley.
Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark.
The Rational Optimist, Matt Ridley.
The Great Divergence, Kenneth Pomeranz.
The Bottomless Well, Peter W. Huber and Mark P. Mills.
Knowledge and Power, George Gilder.
Energy and Society, Fred Cottrel.
Energy Transitions, Vaclav Smil.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Laporte:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case can be good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Charles Siegrist:

The reason? Because this Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Daniel Gordon:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Fossil Fuels: The
Moral Case provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Karen Schanz:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.



Download and Read Online Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case Kathleen
Hartnett White #IO69A7ERLFG



Read Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White for
online ebook

Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White books to read online.

Online Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White ebook PDF download

Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White Doc

Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White Mobipocket

Fossil Fuels: The Moral Case by Kathleen Hartnett White EPub


