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Rhetorical theory, the core of Roman education, taught rules of public speaking that are still influential
today. But Roman rhetoric has long been regarded as having little important to say about political ideas. The
State of Speech presents a forceful challenge to this view. The first book to read Roman rhetorical writing as
a mode of political thought, it focuses on Rome's greatest practitioner and theorist of public speech, Cicero.
Through new readings of his dialogues and treatises, Joy Connolly shows how Cicero's treatment of the
Greek rhetorical tradition's central questions is shaped by his ideal of the republic and the citizen. Rhetoric,
Connolly argues, sheds new light on Cicero's deepest political preoccupations: the formation of individual
and communal identity, the communicative role of the body, and the "unmanly" aspects of politics,
especially civility and compromise.

Transcending traditional lines between rhetorical and political theory, The State of Speech is a major
contribution to the current debate over the role of public speech in Roman politics. Instead of a conventional,
top-down model of power, it sketches a dynamic model of authority and consent enacted through oratorical
performance and examines how oratory modeled an ethics of citizenship for the masses as well as the elite. It
explains how imperial Roman rhetoricians reshaped Cicero's ideal republican citizen to meet the new
political conditions of autocracy, and defends Ciceronian thought as a resource for contemporary democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The State of Speech:
Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Susan Woods:

The feeling that you get from The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political
Thought in Ancient Rome giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome instantly.

Casey Reeves:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sherry Nicholson:

Why? Because this The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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