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For anyone who ever wanted to be an archaeologist, Ian Graham could be a hero. This lively memoir
chronicles Graham's career as the 'last explorer' and a fierce advocate for the protection and preservation of
Maya sites and monuments across Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. It is also full of adventure and high
society, for the self-deprecating Graham has traveled in wonderful company and tells entertaining stories
about his encounters with a host of notables beginning with Rudyard Kipling, a family friend from Graham's
childhood. Born in 1923 into an aristocratic family descended from Oliver Cromwell, Ian Graham was
educated at Winchester, Cambridge, and Trinity College, Dublin. His career in Mesoamerican archaeology
can be said to have begun in 1959 when turned south in his Rolls and began traveling through the Maya
lowlands photographing ruins. He has worked as an artist, cartographer, and photographer, and has mapped
and documented inscriptions at hundreds of Maya sites, persevering under rugged field conditions. Graham
is best known as the founding director of the Corpus of Maya Hieroglyphic Inscriptions Program at the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard University. He was awarded a MacArthur
Foundation 'genius grant' in 1981, and dedicatedly remained the Maya Corpus program director until his
retirement in 2004. Graham's careful recording of Maya inscriptions are often credited with making the
deciphering of Maya hieroglyphics possible. But it is the romance of his work and the graceful
conversational style of his writing that make this autobiography must reading not just for Mayanists but for
anyone with a taste for the adventure of archaeology.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Road to Ruins? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Pamela Adair:

This The Road to Ruins book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Road to
Ruins without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Road to Ruins can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Road to Ruins having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Fredrick Alfred:

The book The Road to Ruins has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Ramona Wegener:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Road to Ruins when you needed it?
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