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Fifty years ago-on April 26, 1956-the freighter Ideal X steamed from Berth 26 in Port Newark, New Jersey.
Flying the flag of the Pan-Atlantic Steamship Company, she set out for Houston with an unusual cargo: 58
trailer trucks lashed to her top deck.But they weren't trucks-they were steel containers removed from their
running gear, waiting to be lifted onto empty truck beds when Ideal X reached Texas. She docked safely, and
a revolution was launched-not only in shipping, but in the way the world trades. Today, the more than 200
million containers shipped every year are the lifeblood of the new global economy. They sit stacked on
thousands of box boatsthat grow more massive every year. In this fascinating book, transportation expert
Brian Cudahy provides a vivid, fast-paced account of the container-ship revolution-from the maiden voyage
of the Ideal X to the entrepreneurial vision and technological breakthroughs that make it possible to ship
more goods more cheaply than every before.Cudahy tells this complex story easily, starting with Malcom
McLean, Pan-Atlantic's owner who first thought about loading his trucks on board. His line grew into the
container giant Sea-Land Services, and Cudahy chartsits dramatic evolution into Maersk Sealand, the largest
container line in the world. Along the way, he provides a concise, colorful history of world shipping-from
freighter types to the fortunes of steamship lines-and explores the spectacular growth of global trade fueled
by the mammoth ships and new seaborne lifelines connecting Asia, Europe, and the Americas.Masterful
maritime history, Box Boats shows how fleets of these ungainly ships make the modern world possible-with
both positive and negative effects. It's also a tale of an historic home port, New York, where old piers lie
silent while 40-foot steel boxes of toys and televisions come ashore by the thousands, across the bay in New
Jersey.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Box Boats: How Container Ships Changed the World book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding Box Boats: How Container Ships Changed the World content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Box Boats: How Container Ships Changed the World is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Neil Owens:

Precisely why? Because this Box Boats: How Container Ships Changed the World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Karen Schanz:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Box Boats: How Container Ships
Changed the World is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bessie Scudder:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Box Boats: How Container Ships Changed the
World was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Box Boats: How Container
Ships Changed the World has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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