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"My task is piecing together a puzzle... I hope to reconstitute the existence of a person whose memory has
been abolished.... I want to re-create him, to give him a second chance... to become part of the memory of his
century."

With these words, Alain Corbin embarks on a journey that is part history and part metaphysics: recreating
the life and world of a man about whom nothing is known except for his entries in the civil registries and
historical knowledge about the times in which he lived. Risen from death and utter obscurity is Louis-
François Pinagot, a forester and clog maker who lived during the heart of the nineteenth century?the age of
Romanticism, of Hugo and Berlioz?from the Napoleonic Wars to the Third Republic.

The result is a fascinating picture of the way people lived along the forest's edge during this tumultuous and
eventful time in the history of France?and of the world. How did the residents of this unique community live
and work together? How did life in the village differ from life in the forest? How did the church and various
governments of France affect the everyday lives of these people, and of Pinagot in particular? With The Life
of an Unknown, Alain Corbin presents a full record of a life, comprised of supposition, with room for each
reader to insert his/her own imaginings onto the scene.

Ambitious in its aims and exquisite in its execution, The Life of an Unknown is nothing short of a bold and
successful attempt by a master to correct historians' all-too-common neglect of those relegated to oblivion
with the passage of time.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Life of an Unknown book as this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Virginia Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television,
planning to beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish
to something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Life of an Unknown can be great book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Kathleen Dominguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Life of an Unknown publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Life of an Unknown as good book not just by
the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Violet Murray:

The book untitled The Life of an Unknown contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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