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Resurrecting a pivotal moment in American history, Across the Great Divide tells the triumphant never-
before-told story of the young Scottish fur trader and explorer who discovered the way West, changing the
face of the country forever.

In the heroic tradition of Stephen Ambrose's Undaunted Courage comes the story of Robert Stuart and his
trailblazing discovery of the Oregon Trail. Lewis and Clark had struggled across the high Rockies in present-
day Montana and Idaho, but their route had been too perilous for wagon trains to follow. Then, six years
after the Corps of Discovery returned from the Pacific, Stuart found the route that would make westward
migration possible.

Setting out in 1812 on the return trip from establishing John Jacob Astor's fur trading post at Astoria on the
Oregon Coast, Stuart and six companions traveled from west to east for more than 3,000 grueling miles by
canoe, horseback, and ultimately by foot, following the mountains south until they came upon the one gap in
the 3,000-mile-long Rocky Mountain chain that was passable by wagon.

Situated in southwest Wyoming between the southern extremes of the Wind River Range and the Antelope
Hills, South Pass was a direct route with access to water leading from the Missouri River to the Rockies.
Stuart and his traveling party were the first white men to traverse what would become the gateway to the Far
West and the Oregon Trail. In the decades to come, an estimated 300,000 emigrants followed the corridor
Stuart blazed on their way to the fertile farmlands of the Willamette Valley and the goldfields of California.

Across the Great Divide brings to life Stuart's ten-month journey and the remarkable courage, perseverance,
and resourcefulness these seven men displayed in overcoming unimaginable hardships. Stuart had come to
the Pacific Northwest to make his fortune in the fur trade, but during his stay in the wilderness he emerged as
a pioneering western naturalist of the first rank, a perceptive student of Native American cultures, and one of
America's most important, if least-known, explorers. Today Stuart's expedition has largely been forgotten,
but it ranks as one of the great adventure odysseys of the nineteenth century.

A direct descendant of Stuart, award-winning journalist Laton McCartney has obtained unique access to
Stuart's letters and diaries from the expedition, lending depth and unparalleled insight to a story that is at
once an important account of a pivotal time in American history and a gripping, page-turning adventure.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Watson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Across the Great Divide: Robert Stuart and the Discovery of the Oregon
Trail.

Albert Jones:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this Across the Great Divide: Robert Stuart and the Discovery of the Oregon Trail.

Candy Dixon:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Across the Great Divide: Robert Stuart and
the Discovery of the Oregon Trail is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

David Moore:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Across the Great Divide: Robert Stuart and the
Discovery of the Oregon Trail can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Across the
Great Divide: Robert Stuart and the Discovery of the Oregon Trail.
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