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Should the Supreme Court have the last word when it comes to interpreting the Constitution? The justices on
the Supreme Court certainly seem to think so--and their critics say that this position threatens democracy.
But Keith Whittington argues that the Court's justices have not simply seized power and circumvented
politics. The justices have had power thrust upon them--by politicians, for the benefit of politicians. In this
sweeping political history of judicial supremacy in America, Whittington shows that presidents and political
leaders of all stripes have worked to put the Court on a pedestal and have encouraged its justices to accept
the role of ultimate interpreters of the Constitution.

Whittington examines why presidents have often found judicial supremacy to be in their best interest, why
they have rarely assumed responsibility for interpreting the Constitution, and why constitutional leadership
has often been passed to the courts. The unprecedented assertiveness of the Rehnquist Court in striking down
acts of Congress is only the most recent example of a development that began with the founding generation
itself. Presidential bids for constitutional leadership have been rare, but reflect the temporary political
advantage in doing so. Far more often, presidents have cooperated in increasing the Court's power and
encouraging its activism. Challenging the conventional wisdom that judges have usurped democracy,
Whittington shows that judicial supremacy is the product of democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

The reserve with title Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and
Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in ... International, and Comparative
Perspectives) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

James Donofrio:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Political Foundations of Judicial
Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton
Studies in ... International, and Comparative Perspectives) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The
Presidency, the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in ...
International, and Comparative Perspectives) become your starter.

Marco Manuel:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy:
The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in ...
International, and Comparative Perspectives). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Troy Cochran:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme



Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in ... International, and Comparative
Perspectives) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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