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The idea of a missing link between humanity and our animal ancestors predates evolution and popular
science and actually has religious roots in the deist concept of the Great Chain of Being. Yet, the metaphor
has lodged itself in the contemporary imagination, and new fossil discoveries are often hailed in headlines as
revealing the elusive transitional step, the moment when we stopped being “animal” and started being
“human.” In The Accidental Species, Henry Gee, longtime paleontology editor at Nature, takes aim at this
misleading notion, arguing that it reflects a profound misunderstanding of how evolution works and, when
applied to the evolution of our own species, supports mistaken ideas about our own place in the universe.
 
Gee presents a robust and stark challenge to our tendency to see ourselves as the acme of creation. Far from
being a quirk of religious fundamentalism, human exceptionalism, Gee argues, is an error that also infects
scientific thought. Touring the many features of human beings that have recurrently been used to distinguish
us from the rest of the animal world, Gee shows that our evolutionary outcome is one possibility among
many, one that owes more to chance than to an organized progression to supremacy. He starts with
bipedality, which he shows could have arisen entirely by accident, as a by-product of sexual selection, moves
on to technology, large brain size, intelligence, language, and, finally, sentience. He reveals each of these
attributes to be alive and well throughout the animal world—they are not, indeed, unique to our species.

The Accidental Species combines Gee’s firsthand experience on the editorial side of many incredible
paleontological findings with healthy skepticism and humor to create a book that aims to overturn popular
thinking on human evolution—the key is not what’s missing, but how we’re linked.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Lynch:

This The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution can bring once you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution having good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Janice Martin:

The knowledge that you get from The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution is the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human
Evolution giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Accidental
Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution instantly.

Robert Spann:

The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Edna Davis:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Accidental Species:
Misunderstandings of Human Evolution is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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