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The study of prisons brought Tocqueville to America. For Rob Kroes, one of Europe’s most distinguished
authorities on contemporary American culture, it was rather the other way around. For Kroes, it was deep
knowledge of American culture that brought him back to America and face to face with a couple of highway
signs, Tocquevillian in their portent, that invited motorists to exit from Interstate 80 in Nevada toward a
place called Independence Valley and to keep their eyes open for a “Prison Area.” In this collection of
essays, Kroes invites us to take these two signs seriously for their capacity to deepen our insights into
America’s cultural contradictions, especially how, after the September 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade
Center and Pentagon, the US government’s response altered the meaning of America for Americans and
Europeans alike. The author’s fascination with the myriad ways in which America changes face, from hard
power to soft, from uses of force to the power of entertainment, but always holding the attention of publics
across the globe, is what ties his work together. The essays here touch on diverse topics such as photography
(“Falling Man” and Holocaust imagery), music (in Broadway and Hollywood musicals), film (Django
Unchained), American exceptionalism (in an interesting counter to dog-eared dogma), and the difficulties of
the first “white president of color.” Like his predecessors, Tocqueville and Johan Huizinga, Kroes offers a
clear-eyed assessment of America on the ground, love it or hate it.

This readable and sharp-penned critique of America and American culture and power will appeal to
Americanists across a broad swath of disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley McFarland:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Prison Area, Independence Valley:
American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth
Series in American Studies) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Patricia Briggs:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Prison Area, Independence Valley: American Paradoxes in Political Life
and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth Series in American Studies) book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer regarding Prison Area, Independence Valley: American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular
Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth Series in American Studies) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Prison Area, Independence Valley: American Paradoxes in Political
Life and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth Series in American Studies) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Pierre Winter:

Typically the book Prison Area, Independence Valley: American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular
Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth Series in American Studies) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Prison Area, Independence Valley:
American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth
Series in American Studies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Adams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Prison Area, Independence Valley:
American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A Dartmouth



Series in American Studies) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Prison Area, Independence
Valley: American Paradoxes in Political Life and Popular Culture (Re-Mapping the Transnational: A
Dartmouth Series in American Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.
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