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The captivating and definitive account of the most consequential natural disaster of modern times.

On All Saints’ Day 1755, tremors from an earthquake measuring perhaps 9.0 (or higher) on the moment
magnitude scale swept furiously from their origin along the Atlantic seabed toward the Iberian and African
coasts. Directly in their path was Lisbon, then one of the wealthiest cities in the world and the capital of a
vast global empire. Within minutes, much of the city lay in ruins.

But this was only the beginning. A half hour later, a giant tsunami unleashed by the quake smashed into
Portugal’s coastline and barreled up the Tagus River, carrying countless thousands out to sea. By day’s end,
the great wave chain would claim victims on four separate continents. To complete Lisbon’s destruction, a
hellacious firestorm then engulfed the city’s shattered remains. Subjecting survivors to temperatures
exceeding 1,832°F (1,000°C), it burned for several weeks, killing thousands and incinerating much of what
the earthquake and tsunami had spared.

Drawing on a wealth of new sources, the latest scientific research, and a sophisticated grasp of European
history, Mark Molesky gives us the authoritative account of the Great Lisbon Disaster and its impact on the
Western world—including descriptions of the world’s first international relief effort; the rise of a brutal, yet
modernizing, dictatorship in Portugal; and the effect of the disaster on the spirit and direction of the
European Enlightenment. 

Much more than a chronicle of destruction, This Gulf of Fire is, at its heart, a gripping human drama,
involving an array of unforgettable characters—such as the Marquês de Pombal, the once-slighted striver
who sees in the chaos his path to supreme power, and Gabriel Malagrida, the charismatic Jesuit whose view
that the earthquake was a punishment sent by God leads inexorably to his demise. There is Dom José, the
unremarkable king of Portugal, who stands by his people in their moment of greatest need but ultimately
abandons them to the tyranny of his first minister. There is Kitty Witham, the plucky English nun who helps
her fellow sisters escape from their collapsing convent, and Manoel Portal, the Oratorian priest who flees the
burning capital on his broken leg and goes on to write one of the definitive accounts of the disaster.
Philosophers, kings, poets, emperors, scientists, scoundrels, journalists, and monkeys all make their
appearance in this remarkable narrative of the mid-eighteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jill White:

This This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason tend to
be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this This Gulf
of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this This
Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Louis Cline:

The book with title This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and
Reason has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind
of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Elijah McWhorter:

This This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word
or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the
Age of Science and Reason in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Michael Gage:

This This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of Science and Reason is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little digest in reading this This Gulf of Fire: The Destruction of Lisbon, or Apocalypse in the Age of
Science and Reason can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy



to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.
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