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In 16th century Europe, poetry had lost much of its cultural value. It became known as a narrow and
frivolous activity, much like it is now, and it was under attack by religious authorities because it was seen as
licentious or subversive. So Sidney prepared “a legal defense” of poetry, trying to restore this sacred practice
to its former glory. Sidney tried to argue that poetry was not the frivolous activity that many contemporary
poets were practicing. Instead, he argued that it was an ancient epistemological tradition. He tried to prove
that it was a serious intellectual endeavor that embodied the Renaissance principle of “reason,” every bit as
important as history or philosophy. He further argued that poetry was not subversive. It supported traditional
didactic, moral, and religious purposes. The poetic work of Petrarch and Sidney represented a proto-
Romantic preoccupation with the heroic sufferings of the poet in love, and they expressed their romantic
ideas through formulaic verse. But did the form of the Petrarchan sonnet sequence, and the romantic
philosophy of Petrarch, fit Sidney’s lofty definition of what poetry and the poet should be? Did Sidney live
up to his own exalted philosophical vocation of the myth-poetic prophet? Or was Sidney’s adoption of the
Petrarchan sequence more of a verbal exercise, a formulaic offshoot of the Scholastic Latin tradition, which
was heavily entrenched in Early Modern Europe? Like many poets, Sidney set himself an impossible task
and he became the protagonist of a tragedy, rather than a classical hero quest. Sidney’s glory comes not
through triumph, but only through the artistry of his self-inflicted pain, and through the pity of a sympathetic
audience. But in this pain, Sidney does move his audience with a poetic truth that captures an important
message about the human condition. Thus, Sidney does seem to embody, at least in part, his lofty poetic
philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for
Poetry & Astrophel and Stella book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Vera Forde:

This Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and
Stella can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gerald Patton:

Often the book Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry &
Astrophel and Stella is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Denise Rutledge:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella.
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