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This volume pioneers the examination of issues of race and racism, ethnicity and identity in the major Nile
Valley countries of Sudan and Egypt from ancient times to the present. Two major events have forced the
issue. The study of the ancient Nile Valley was challenged to confront the issue of race in antiquity with the
publication of Martin Bernal’s two-volume work, Black Athena (1987; 1991) asserting the Afro-Asiatic
roots of Western civilization, and its most famous rebuttal Not Out of Africa (1996). In the aftermath of
these earlier works, the question of whether ancient Egypt was black or white became the most simplistic
rendering of this not so collegial debate. In this tome, a new generation of critical archaeologists and
anthropologists, freed from old Orientalist and Egyptological racialist and racist ideas, have written with
greater objectivity about race and representation than their predecessors. The first part of this book contains
eight original articles dedicated to an exploration of the dynamics of race in the ancient Nile Valley. These
include multiple new perspectives from textual and archaeological sources, as well as reprinting Anténor
Firmin’s chapter on “Egypt and Civilization” from his 1885 pioneering work of critical race thinking in
anthropology The Equality of the Human Races (2000), only recently rediscovered . The chronic civil war in
Sudan between the “Arabs” of the north and the “Blacks” of the south has also been an event that has forced
the issue of race into the discourse on the Nile Valley. Indeed, among the myriad complex issues that have
fuelled this war—including a history of slavery and the unequal distribution of political and economic
resources—a major one has been that of race, as well as religion and ethnicity. The identity of northern
Sudanese by indigenous scholars has been subjected to more critical discourse in this period than in any
previous one. Western scholars of Sudan and Egypt have noted the heavy hand of both Ottoman and
European colonialism as providing the necessary background to the present, while critical southern and
northern scholars call for urgent rethinking of these racial-hierarchical paradigms.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Stone:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Race and Identity
in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Kilgore:

The book Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and
Modern Perspectives. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ann Strickland:

Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives nevertheless doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Martin:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Race and Identity in the Nile Valley:
Ancient and Modern Perspectives is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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